Coverage for CONCERTA* (methylphenidate hydrochloride) Tablets

Janssen-Ortho has informed the public that CONCERTA is now covered by the Ontario Drug Benefit program of the Ministry of Health. Coverage for CONCERTA will be considered by the Ontario Drug Benefit Program if the following criteria are met;
For patients >= six years of age diagnosed with ADHD according to DSM-IV criteria and where symptoms are not due to other medical conditions which affect concentration, and who require 12 –hour continuous coverage due to academic and/or psychosocial needs, and who meet the following:

1. Patients who demonstrate significant and problematic disruptive behaviour or who have problems with inattention that interfere with learning, AND

2. Prescribed by or in consultation with a specialist in pediatric psychiatry, pediatrics or a general practitioner with expertise in ADHD, AND

3. have been tried on methylphenidate immediate release (IR) or slow release (SR) and in a separate trial Dexedrine IR or SR (Spansules), with unsatisfactory results due to poor symptom control or side effects, AND

4. Evidence of benefit from a one month trial with CONCERTA.

The patient’s physician must submit a written request to the Ontario Drug Benefit Program demonstrating that the patient meets theses criteria. Since many patients cannot afford to pay for a one month trial of CONCERTA (criterion 4), Janssen-Ortho is offering a Patient Assistance Program. Under this program, eligible patients may receive a three month supply of CONCERTA free of charge. An individual must meet the first three criteria outlined above in order to be eligible for the Patient Assistance Program. Patients may apply to Patient Assistance Program through their physicians.

Please note that CONCERTA is currently covered on most private insurance plans. 

Should you have any questions, please contact your Janssen-Ortho Community Relations Manager at (416) 382-5000 or 1-800-387-8781.
*All trademark rights used under license. 

