Learning Disabilities Fact 

Sheet

· Learning disabilities are a congenital neurological condition, affecting as much as 10% of the population, that impacts the lives of children, youth and adults and affects all facets of human functioning, including social functioning (The Lancet, February, 1990)

· There are 2.163,000 students in Ontario’s schools, and some 95,000 (approximately 4.5%) have been identified as having learning disabilities (Ministry of Education statistics)

· Almost 50% of adolescent suicides had previously been diagnosed as having learning disabilities (Peck, 1985, Rourke, 1989 and numerous other studies)

· Between 30 and 70% of young offenders and inmates have experienced learning problems (Koopman, 1983, Crealock, 1978, Ministry of the Solicitor General, 1987 and other studies)

· 22% of Canadians are functionally illiterate and 24% fall in the lowest literacy level (Canadian census figures)

· in two US studies, 54% of one state’s welfare caseload was persons with learning disabilities; and learning disabilities and substance abuse were the most common problems keeping welfare clients from becoming employed and maintaining employment (Washington State LD Research Project, 1997 and US DOL/ETA Office of Welfare to Work)

· and 62% of students with learning disabilities were unemployed one year after graduation (Wagner, 1991)

· in the USA, 18% of youth 18 or older do not complete high school; of this group, 36% have learning disabilities (Issue Brief, June 2002 published by the US National Center on Secondary Education and Transition) 

· in the Grade 10 literacy tests held in February and October of 2002, the Ontario Educational Quality Accountability Office reported that 29% of English-language students with learning disabilities who attempted the test, failed both the reading and writing components; of French-language students with learning disabilities, 52% failed both reading and writing in February, 2002 and 36% failed both in the October, 2002 testing session

· of post-secondary students surveyed by the Ontario Learning Opportunities  Task Force (1997-2002):

·  only 8.5% had access to assistive devices such as computers, taped books etc.; 

· only 16% has access to a special education placement, either full or part time;

· only 10.7% received any specific transition planning (and transition planning for all exceptional students [except gifted] 14 and older has been mandated since 1998)

For further information on learning disabilities: xxxxxx
